


     Understanding Our Apportionments 
by Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

The United Methodist Church is a “connectional” church.  In other words, no local 
church is the total body of Christ.  United Methodist churches are bound together by a 
common purpose and common governance that accomplish the mission of the church to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world (¶120, 2008 Discipline).  
Giving is part of our connectionalism.  Every local church budget includes “apportionments” 
or Conference Askings that support the ministry and mission of the whole denomination.  
Apportionments are sometimes referred to as “a portion meant for others.”  Persons join-
ing a United Methodist church are asked to support the church with their prayers, pres-
ence, gifts, service and witness.  Those individual gifts support the work of the local con-
gregation, district, annual conference and The United Methodist Church here and around 
the world.  This system is based on assigning sums that local churches pay, which support 
their conference and the denomination.  It’s called “apportioned giving.” In 2001 the con-
ference and district apportionments for Williamsburg UMC amount to $241,000 or 15% of 
our total budget.  Below is a description of three of the thirteen Conference Askings sup-
ported by our connectional giving.  We will continue our description of the apportionments 
next month. 

 

World Service and Conference Benevolences:  World Service is “the first benevolent 
responsibility of the Church” (¶812, 2008 Discipline).  This fund provides the basic 
financial resources for the core ministries of our denomination.  It serves both to 
provide resources to our local churches and as an extension of local churches in 
mission on a conference, national and world level. 

 

Episcopal Fund: Provides for salaries, office budgets, and other operational expenses of 
the active bishops and the support of retired bishops and spouses.  Also provides 
funds for the maintenance of the Virginia Conference Episcopal residence. 

 

Equitable Compensation Fund: Supplements salaries of churches that are unable to 
meet the minimum compensation level set by the Annual Conference.  Salary sup-
port for new church starts moved from Equitable Compensation Budget in 2010 to 
Church Development Budget in 2011. 

 If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  They can be submitted by e-mail 
to Lianne Koch at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please 
e-mail or call Lianne (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


Thoughts from Allie 
 

“[People] will spend hours launching prayers into the heavens.   

They will travel halfway around  

the world to visit a monastery in India  

or to take part in a mission trip to Belize.   

The last place most people look is right under their feet,  

in the everyday activities, accidents, and encounters of their lives.   

What possible spiritual significance could a trip to the grocery store have?   

How could something as common as a toothache be a door to greater life?”  

    -Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World 
 

I remember reading an essay once in seminary about how ordinary activi-
ties like washing dishes could be methods of prayer.  I don’t remember what the 
essay was called or who it was by, but I do remember that I found this idea liber-
ating.  After all, attempts to squeeze extra devotional activities into a day can cre-
ate a lot of pressure on a person, especially during Lent.  But simply performing 
our daily, mundane activities as an offering to God doesn’t require extra time—it 
just requires a shift in how we think about them.  If God is the Lord of our whole 
lives, this school of thought suggests even the mundane can be sacred. 
 

This idea of learning to see the sacred in the mundane is also the theme 
of Barbara Brown Taylor’s book An Altar in the World.  If you’re as intrigued by 
the possibilities of this approach to life as I am, I invite you to join me each 
Monday evening in Lent, starting March 14 and ending April 18, from 7-
8 p.m., to study and discuss the book. 
 

Altar describes 12 spiritual practices to help us draw closer to God in our 

everyday activities: “The Practice of Paying Attention,” “The Practice of Encoun-

tering Others,” and “The Practice of Carrying Water,” to name a few.  The class 

will include an invitation to focus on one or two of these practices each week, and 

to come back and discuss our insights (and questions) the next week.  Instead of 

giving something up for Lent, or adding something new, why not make a disci-

pline of looking for God in forgotten places? 



Senior Pastor’s Bible Study for Lent:   

The Names and Faces of Jesus 
 

Our Wednesday Bible Study, led by Senior Pastor Bill Jones, will offer a six-week course for Lent on 
The Names and Faces of Jesus.  We will explore a number of the names and titles for Jesus that appear 
in the New Testament, moving from the most familiar name, Jesus, to Jesus’ activities as teacher, to several 
common metaphors such as bread, to more abstract names like Messiah and Son of God, concluding with a 
focus on resurrection and life.  We will also look at how these names and titles show us different aspects of 
the face of Jesus.  Participants are invited to bring favorite portraits of Jesus to class to stimulate further our 
discussion. 

 

There will be a morning class as well as the regular evening class of this Bible study for Lent.  The 
Wednesday evening class will be held from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall on the following 
dates:  March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13, and 27 (The class will not meet on April 20 because of the Bach 
Choir Concert). The Wednesday morning class will be offered at 10:00 a.m. (location to be 
announced) and will meet on March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 20, and 27. 

 

A course outline for this Lenten Bible study is available in the church office for 
those who do not receive one during the current Wednesday evening Bible study. 

Taizé Worship for Lent 
During the season of Lent, Williamsburg UMC will offer Taizé services every Thursday evening 

starting March 10 through April 14 from 6:00 p.m. to about 6:40 p.m. in the church Fellowship 
Hall.  On March 10 at 5:00 p.m., we will show a 45-minute DVD about Taizé worship and its origins. 
 

Taizé worship is a candlelight service of songs, prayers and silence. Taizé prayer invites us to enter 
the depths of our being by singing simple, meditative songs. In community with people around the globe, we 
sing melodies that transcend ordinary words in a spirit of prayer. Central to the prayers are times of silence, 
especially one long silence in the middle of the service. During this quiet time we beckon God’s presence and 
listen for the still, small voice of Christ within us. As the weeks of Lent go by we practice being more open to 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit -- precious times of reflection and silent prayers between you and God. 
 

Taizé is the name of a small community in southern France, near Burgundy, which is home to a Chris-
tian monastic order known world-wide as the Taizé Community. It is composed of about 100 brothers who 
come from Protestant and Catholic traditions. The brothers represent about 30 countries around the world. 
The monastic order has a strong devotion to peace and justice through prayer and meditation. The commu-
nity has become one of the world's most important sites of Christian pilgrimage attracting over 100,000 
young people. People of all ages come from around the world to make pilgrimages to Taizé each year for 
prayer, Bible study, personal reflection, sharing, and communal work. Through the community's ecumenical 
outlook, they are encouraged to live in the spirit of kindness, simplicity and reconciliation. Taizé might be 
most familiar to United Methodists through its songs, five of which are in the 1989 United Methodist 
Hymnal, and ten in The Faith We Sing hymnal supplement. Learn more about Taizé at their website: 
http://www.taize.fr/ 

        Richard Sowers 

http://www.taize.fr/


How nice to have so many visitors at our February Crossroads table for 
a preview of the new additions to our collection.  Look for them now on dis-
play in the library and on the “New Book” and “UMW Reading Club” shelves to 
the right as you enter. 
  

We are thrilled to have received from Dick Soulen a signed copy of his new book, Sacred Scripture: 
A Short History of Interpretation.  Along with the book Dick has provided a copy of a review, chapter by 
chapter, which he hopes may enhance your reading of his book and additional copies have been made for 
your use.   Described as a “masterly treatment and a delight to read,” Sacred Scripture “offers a succinct 
look at the evolution of biblical interpretation from early Christianity to the present, addressing such ques-
tions as:  How did the Bible’s sixty-six books become sacred Scripture?  How have they been understood and 
interpreted over the last two thousand years? [and] What led to our enduring acceptance of the Bible as the 
true Word of God?”    Before you even open the book, however, spend a few moments enjoying the cover 
art, a painting by Dutch artist, Jacob Jordaens entitled, “The Four Evangelists,” which Dick and Peggy were 
delighted to have a part in selecting.  Note how intently they are studying and pondering the sacred scrip-
ture.  Our thanks to Dick and Peggy for this treasured addition to our collection. 
  

Our thanks, as well, to Dorothy Voorhis for her gift of the UMW Reading Club Selection, No Turning 
Back:  My Summer with Daddy King in which author Gurdon Brewster shares his experiences as a young 

white seminarian from the North working for the summer of 1961 at the Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church in Atlanta.  Living in the home of Martin Luther King, Sr. and working in a 

church in the eye of the Civil Rights storm, Brewster witnessed first hand the realities of 
racial prejudice, shared in the vibrant worship of the people and found his life trans-

formed.  Perhaps you may be too by reading this book. 
  

It was Thomas Jefferson who said, “I cannot live without books.”  How 
blessed we are to have so many wonderful selections to choose from in our 

church library.  Come by soon and check one out! 

Library News 

Please join us in welcoming into the world 

 

 

 

 
& 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those born this month!  

It’s A !! 

Samuel James Cantrell 
Born February 22, 2011 to  

Joe & Melissa Cantrell 

Olivia Marie Nevins 
Born February 25, 2011 to  

Steve & Anne Nevins   

Condolences 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the families of those who 
have passed away during the 
month of February: 

Lynn Martin 

Ray Arnold’s father 



At our February lunch meeting, we enjoyed a presentation from Eduardo and Claudia Maia, Virginia 
Conference sponsored United Methodist missionaries who were a part of the Global Health program in Mo-
zambique for the past three years.    Eduardo served as a physician and surgeon at Chicuque Hospital in Mo-
zambique, and Claudia served as a community health worker.  The Maia’s told us of their call to become mis-
sionaries and their experiences in caring for the people of Mozambique.  The presentation was informative 
and inspirational.  Both the hospital and the community center are designated as Advance Projects of the 
United Methodist Church: 

 

        
                   

                           To give monetary support, make your check payable to “WUMC,” and write the name of the minis-
try and the Advance code number on the check. Drop your gift in Sunday’s offering plate or bring to the 
church office. 

 

Please note:  Due to the Ash Wednesday service at noon on March 9, the 50 Plus Lunch-
eon will not meet in March.  Join us again on Wednesday, April 13 at noon for our next luncheon 

meeting. 

50’s Plus Luncheon News50’s Plus Luncheon News 

Chicuque Rural Hospital: 

Advance #09734A 

The Center of Hope:  

Advance #15031A 

 

Sunday, March 20:  Parents and Kids “Dinner and a Movie Night”  
from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Bring a side dish or dessert and we will provide chicken. 
Watch the brand – new Veggie Tales movie,  
“Pistachio – The Little Boy that Woodn’t” 

 

Saturday, April 23:  Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Hot Dog Lunch  
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, May 16:  Second Annual Mother-Daughter Banquet  
from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Monday through Friday, June 27 – July 1:  Vacation Bible School! 
Panda Mania:  Where God is Wild about You!” 

9:00 a.m. to noon 

ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES!! ~ Mark Your  

Calendars for theses Exciting Upcoming & Family-Friendly Events: 



 From reNEW Youth Ministry 
 

Ahh, March...the month of turning corners!  Spring arrives, days get longer, and thoughts (and activi-
ties) start to turn more toward outside excitement!  Here’s what YOU need to know about what’s going on in 
the world reNEW Youth Ministry! 
 

The 2011 Super Bowl Chili Sale was a rousing success!  Thanks to everyone who sup-
ported our efforts—either by placing an order for one of 143 quarts of chili, by making a dona-
tion, or by making chili to fill those orders.  We couldn’t have done it without you!  In the end, 
we raised over $1600 toward Youth Missions, and passed along $285 in “Mission Credits” to 
youth who filled specific shifts during the order and delivery process. 
 

Speaking of Mission Trips, March 6 marks the final registration deadline for the 
TEAMeffort High School Trip in July.  All that’s required is a completed “Application” (available 
on the Youth Mission page of the Church Website) and a non-refundable $75 deposit.  After 
March 6, registration may still be possible, but must be handled on an individual basis.  Space 
is still available, so don’t delay!  Register today! 

 

Lent begins in March, and among other things, we’ll be introducing a new, recurring, and ex-
periential program called “Downtime” during three (of the six) Sundays in this season of prepara-
tion. 
 

reNEW YM will also begin laying the groundwork for upcoming projects and fundrais-
ers including a Spring Cleanup & Youth Center Work Day, our Annual Cinnamon Knot Bake-In 

and a Car-Wash-A-Thon.  Stay tuned for more! 
 

More information about these and other events is available in the weekly reNEWsletter!  
Join our mailing list when you fill out the subscription form on the reNEWsletter page under “College & 
Youth” on the Church Website (www.WilliamsburgUMC.org) or under the “Email Signup” tab on our Group 
Facebook Page (www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth). 
 
 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  

Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming the youth of Williamsburg UMC and beyond. 

Peace, Not Worry  
March 26, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

Mark your calendars now for our Day Retreat for Women!  The day's activities will include 
scripture study, individual and small group reflection, praise and worship through song, and building 

of sisterhood, with a pot-luck lunch.  Registration forms are available in the Welcome Center 
area.  Deadline for registering is March 20!  Childcare will be provided for infants through 5th 

grade.  Contacts: Gwen Hinton, Laura Viancour, and Holley Walling. 

http://www.WilliamsburgUMC.org
http://www.Facebook.com/WUMCYouth


The Furman Singers will be making a stop in Williamsburg on their way home from a concert at the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.  They will offer a concert in the sanctuary of 
Williamsburg UMC at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 9th, prior to our 7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday 
service.  Rebecca Shield, daughter of Steve and Kathy Shield of our congregation, is a member of the 
Furman Singers. 

 

The Furman Singers, the oldest of Furman University's choral ensembles, was founded in 1946 by 
the late DuPre Rhame and had been under the direction of Dr. Bingham Vick, Jr. from 1970 until his retire-
ment in 2010. The Furman Singers have started a new legacy under the direction of Dr. Hugh Floyd. 
 

In addition to on-campus concerts and performances, the Furman Singers tour annually throughout 
the country. Beginning in 1974, the Singers have traveled to Europe biennially during the summer for con-
cert tours which have included England, Scotland, Wales, France, Austria, Italy, Germany, Russia, Poland, 
the Czech Republic, Finland, and Estonia. The Furman Singers is recognized as one of America's premier 
collegiate choirs. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC SCHOOL NEWS 
Advent Offering Benefits  

Project Outreach 
 

The congregation’s generous response to 
the 2010 Advent Offering has provided $1,927 for 
Project Outreach of the Early Childhood Music 
School.  Project Outreach was established in re-
sponse to the 1995 Council of Bishops Initiative on 
Children and Poverty and has been designed to 
provide effective, early intervention for children 
who, because of financial disadvantage, are at risk 
for academic failure.  Early Childhood Music School 
instructors meet weekly with groups of children 
from local Head Start programs, the First Steps pro-
gram of Child Development Resources and the 
Bright Beginnings program.  Currently 250 children 
participate in Project Outreach classes, which are 
provided free of charge to them.  The program is 
supported by grants, the 
church’s local outreach 
program, and donations to 
Elliot’s Song for Project 
Outreach.  The fund is 
designated separately 
from the music school’s 
general operating budget.  
On behalf of the children 
and their classroom teach-
ers who also benefit, 
THANK YOU!   

Registration  
 

Registrat ion 
for fall 2011 classes 
in music and move-
ment begins March 
15th.  Morning, after-
noon and evening 
classes are offered for 
children ages 2 months 

through 6 years.  A new Adult Keyboard class will 
be forming, as well.  The weekly classes, tailored 
to the student’s age and developmental level, are 
taught by certified early childhood music special-
ists. The Early Childhood Music School is in its 21st 
year of providing excellent music instruction in a 
positive and nurturing environment.  
 

Please contact director, Cindy Freeman to 
receive a fall brochure at (229-1771 x108) or 
cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org  

The Furman 

Singers in 

Concert 

http://www.furman.edu/depts/music/faculty/profiles/vick.htm
http://singers.furman.edu/floyd.htm
mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org


Respite Care Program  
Selects New  

Executive Director 
 

The Respite Care Board of Directors has selected 
a new Executive Director,  Carolyn F. Yowell, to lead 
the program to new levels of excellence in the years to 
come.  Respite Care provides an enriching   afternoon 
program for adults with dementia and other disabili-
ties, while allowing the caregivers a break.  Over 20 

clients are served weekly with a professional staff of 
Registered Nurses, support personnel and volunteers. 

 

Mrs. Yowell's background is quite extensive in the Health Care industry. Before she and her husband 
and family moved to Williamsburg she was Director of Marketing at Home Health and Hospice Care in Golds-
boro, NC for several years and before that, an Executive Vice President at the Phenix Corporation  in Rich-
mond, VA.    Carolyn's vision for the Respite Care Program is to build it into a state-of-the-art, widely recog-
nized, self sustaining community service. 
 

Pictured above are several of the Directors welcoming Carolyn on board at their January meeting. She 
is third from the right.  Other members are from L to R  Fred Volkman, Edward Overton, Allie Rosner, Judy 
Craft, Barbara Haynes (Chair), Pat Keiser, Dee Bagby, and Robert Spencer.    If you are a primary caregiver 
or a potential volunteer and want to know more about the Respite Care program, please contact Mrs. Yowell 
at Williamsburg United Methodist Church  (229-1771 x354). 

UMW Bazaar 2011 
November 5, 2011 

 

Charlotte Copley will chair the 2011 Bazaar.  On March 25 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in Rm 303, you may bring in items to be donated.  The entire 
church congregation is invited to participate in the bazaar!  The money from this 
sale helps countless local, national, and global organizations.  Below are the booths 
thus far: 
 

 

       Attic Treasures          Not So New 

               Holiday & Accessories            Books, Records, Tapes, & DVDs 

 Jewelry, Scarves, Purses, Handbags, and Belts               Silent Auction 
 

 

We will also have Bake Goods, Candy, Lunch, Knives, Church Jewelry, & Canned Goods.   A new dis-
play this year will be Nativity Scenes.  You will read more about these booths as we approach Sept. through 
Nov. 
 

Any church member with questions may call Charlotte Copley, (258-4809) Chair or Ruth Simpson, 
(229-2070) Publicity Chair. 
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Local Outreach Beneficiaries for  
Upcoming Lenten Offering 

 
 

- Olde Towne Medical Center, a sliding-scale clinic providing medical, dental 
and prescription assistance for uninsured and under-insured families in the 
Greater Williamsburg Area. 
  

- Salvation Army, a multi-faceted emergency help program providing clothing, 
food, housing, and myriad other services and spiritual comfort to those in need.  
  

- Enhanced Intake & Referral System, coordinating services provided to area 
homeless persons by Williamsburg, James City & York Counties, United Way, Sal-
vation Army and area faith communities; screens clients to identify needs and 
links them with existing services. 


